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Introduction

The HALion Symphonic Orchestra VST Sound Instrument Set is a virtual instrument
sound set that can be used by several plug-ins based on the HALion engine.

Loading the Instrument Set

PROCEDURE

. You can load the VST Instrument Set in a Steinberg DAW or in HALion,
HALion Sonic, or HALion Sonic SE.

. To load the instrument set in your DAW, create an instrument track that is
associated with the instrument set.

. To load the instrument set in HALion, HALion Sonic, or HALion Sonic SE, load
any of the presets that come with the instrument set.

. For information on how to load the VST Sound Instrument Set in a

non-Steinberg application, consult the documentation of this application.




Introduction
Managing Presets

Managing Presets

When you are working with a Steinberg DAW, the Load and Save dialogs contain
MediaBay functionality, allowing you to make use of tags, for example.

. To load a preset, click the name field in the plug-in functions section and
select the preset in the dialog.

When a preset is loaded, you can step through the available presets using the
left and right arrow buttons to the left of the preset name field.

. To save a preset, click the floppy disk icon to the right of the preset name and
enter a name for the preset.

IMPORTANT

In a non-Steinberg DAW, you can only save presets in the predefined folder or a
subfolder of this folder. If you save presets using the preset manager of the DAW
that you are using, these presets are only accessible within this DAW and not in
other host applications.



Plug-in Controls

The plug-in controls section is available if you open the VST Sound Instrument Set
as a plug-in in a DAW.

Plug-in Functions Section

The section at the top of the plug-in panel contains global functions that affect both
the loaded preset and the general operation of the plug-in.

Preset Controls

With the preset controls, you can load and save presets. To step through the
available presets, use the left and right arrow buttons.

Layer Selector
The layer selector allows you to switch between the available layers.

How many layers are available depends on the preset. The number of layers
can only be modified in HALion or HALion Sonic.

Mute

Mutes the selected layer.

Solo

Solos the selected layer.

Switch Off All Insert FX

Allows you to hear the sound without any effects.

Lock FlexPhraser and Trigger Pads

If you activate this button, loading another preset does not overwrite the
current settings for the trigger pads. Some presets use FlexPhrasers, that is,
arpeggio or phrase players. These are also locked when you activate the Lock
button.




Plug-in Controls
Edit Display

MIDI Reset

Sometimes, notes can “hang”. This may be caused by the plug-in losing the
MIDI connection or receiving wrong MIDI controller data. In this case, you can
emergency reset the plug-in. Click the MIDI Reset button (the lightning icon)
to send an “All Sound Off” and “Reset All Controllers” message to the plug-in.
The plug-in immediately stops playback and resets the controllers to their
default values.

Show Options Page

Click this button to show the Options page in the edit display. To return to
the Macro page parameters, click the button again.

Meter
Shows the output level of the plug-in.
Main Volume

Adjusts the output level of the plug-in.

Edit Display

The edit display in the center of the plug-in window shows the Macro page that
contains the parameters of the instrument set.

The Macro page parameters are described in a separate chapter.

If the Show Options Page button in the plug-in functions section is activated, the
edit display shows the Options page.

RELATED LINKS
Macro Page Parameters on page 14



Plug-in Controls
Options Page

Options Page

The Options page contains global settings regarding performance issues, global
functions, and MIDI controllers.

. To open the Options page, click the Show Options Page button in the
plug-in functions section.

X & ¢ ("'r

ll Show Options Page

Disk Streaming

Some of the programs come with a large amount of data. Ideally, the computer
would load all the program data into the RAM for fast access. However, this would
leave less RAM for other applications. Also, your computer may not be able to
handle this kind of load. Therefore, HALion Symphonic Orchestra loads only the
initial milliseconds of each sample into RAM. You can specify how much RAM
should be used and how much HALion Symphonic Orchestra should rely on
accessing the hard-disk.

Balancing Disk vs. RAM
Use the Balance slider to balance the hard disk versus the RAM usage.

. If you need more RAM for other applications, drag the slider to the left
towards the Disk setting.



Plug-in Controls
Options Page

Global

MIDI Controller

. If your hard disk is not supplying data fast enough, drag the slider to the
right towards the RAM setting.

NoOTE

The Disk vs. RAM setting always applies to all plug-in instances. It is not saved
with the project. You set it up only once for your computer system.

Used Memory and Available Memory

These displays provide information of the memory load in MB according to the
current balance slider setting.

NOTE

The settings in this section are not saved with a project, but affect the plug-in as a
whole.

Polyphony

Here, you can specify how many notes can be played simultaneously before
voices are stolen. Limiting the polyphony can help to keep the required
performance within a reasonable range.

Master Tune

You can set the Master Tune parameter within the range from 415.3Hz to
466.2Hz, which equals -100cents to +100cents.

Show Tooltips
If this is activated, a tooltip is shown when you move the mouse over a control.
Show Value Tooltips

If this is activated, parameters without a value field display their value in a
tooltip when using the corresponding control.

Controller Assignment

With the two buttons in this section, you can save your customized MIDI
controller assignments as default or restore the factory MIDI controller
assignments.

NoTE
Save as Default does not include any of the MIDI controller assignments of
the AUX FX.

The current MIDI controller mapping is also saved with each project. This way,
you can transfer your settings to other systems. The project includes the MIDI
controller assignments of the AUX FX as well.
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Plug-in Controls
Performance Control Section

FlexPhraser

TheHold Reset button sends a global Hold Reet message toall FlexPhraser
modules that are used.

The Reset Controller pop-up menu allows you toassign a dedicated MIDI
controller to the FlexPhraser Hold Reset button for remote-controlling it.

Performance Control Section

The performance control section in the lowepart of the plug-in panel contains the
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Macro Page Parameters

The Macro page of the HALion Symphonic Orchestra VST Sound Instrument Set
contains 2 pages: the Main page and the Options page.

. To open the Main page or the Options page, click the corresponding button
in the upper right section of the Macro page.

Main Page

For easy editing, the layers of the HALion Symphonic Orchestra VST Sound
Instrument Set have a special set of controls. In the list at the top left, you find the
available expressions of a layer. Typically, an expression is a specific playing style of
an instrument. In the lower window section, you find the Voice & Pitch and

Amplifier settings.

Expressions Section
The Expressions list has four columns: On, Expression, Sw, and Mute.

. To load an expression, click the On button.

14















Macro Page Parameters
Options Page

Pitch Bend

The curve editor offers different curve shapes that you can select by clicking the
corresponding curve buton on the right.

€ To set up a curve, click th€ustom curve button at the bottom of the left
column.

If the Custom preset is selected, you can edit the curve graphically with the mouse:
€ Double-click in the editor to insert a new node.

Double-click on a node to delete it.

Drag the nodes to the desed positions to adjust the basic shape of the curve.

Drag the lines between the nodes up or down to change the curvature.

a

Use the preset controls to save your custom curve as curve preset.

ThePitch Bend parameters allow you to define how much the pitchbend wheel on
your keyboard can bend the original pitch. You can define the range independently
for the Up and Down direction (-48 to + 24 semitones).

Alternation Enable Key

Many of the programs in the HALion Symphonic Orchestra VST Sound Instrument
Set work with alternating layers, for exapte to realize alternating bow up and bow
down directions. This option iy default assigned to a spcific key, so that you can
easily enable and disable it while playind@-his key is shown in red on the keyboard.

You can modify the key assignment by clicking in tienable Alternation Key value
field and then playing the nte. Alternatively, you can type in the new note number
or name. For programs that do not contain alternating layers, tBaable
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